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The dispute was at last put to an end by Madame de
Chatillon giving way. But when the procession started
an attempt was made by her coachman to drive before
the coach of my mother, and one of the company had
to descend and decide the dispute. On the morrow M.
le Prince sent to apologise to rny mother for the oc-
currence that had taken place, and came himself shortly
afterwards full of compliments and excuses. I never
could understand what induced Madame de Chatillon
to take this fancy into her head; but she was much
ashamed of it afterwards, and made many excuses to
my mother.

I experienced, shortly after this, at Fontainebleau,
one of the greatest afflictions I had ever endured, I
mean the loss of M. de La Trappe. These Memoirs
are too profane to treat slightly of a life so sublimely
holy, and of a death so glorious and precious before
God. I will content myself with saying here that
praises of M. de La Trappe were so much the more
great and prolonged because the King eulogised him in
public; that he wished to see narrations of his death;
and that he spoke more than once of it to his grandsons
by way of instruction. In every part of Europe this
great loss was severely felt. The Church wept for him,
and the world even rendered him justice. His death,
so happy for him and so sad for his friends, happened
on the 26th of October, towards half-past twelve, in
the arms of his bishop, and in presence of his com-
munity, at the age of nearly seventy-seven years, and
after nearly forty years of the most prodigious penance.
I cannot omit, however, the most touching and the most
honourable mark of his friendship. Lying upon the